
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi Marvelous Mustangs,                

We have experienced worldwide changes this year due to Covid-19 which has impacted everyone in our 

community and is something we will never forget. You may have felt overwhelmed with panic, frustration and 

anxiety as our children’s educational futures were at the forefront of our concern.  

I’m proud to say that social and emotional growth was just as important to us here at Ridgeway as 

academic growth. Teachers worked hard to continue to build relationships with students and give emotional 

support. Our staff was able to maintain a level of calm and certainty for our students as well as our families. What 

an amazing welcome back to teachers this year! It was a blessing to be able to offer Hybrid or Virtual learning 

from school or home.  

 Every cloud has a silver lining, technology is amazing!! I am grateful for technology as it gave us an 

avenue to stay connected. Students expressed their joy when they saw the school which sparked the idea to create 

videos on the school playground, in the art room or music room, to name a few.  I enjoyed creating videos for the 

morning announcements to check in with students, share words of hope and gratitude as well as just have fun! I 

remember when students arrived for Hybrid learning and were so excited to see “the face” they saw in the 

morning announcements, in person.   

Our students have grown in their ability to face adversity. Adversity has taught us to reach out for help, 

create social networks and rely on each other. Our students have been resilient and grown through the challenges 

this year. We have learned that we have the ability to adapt. I hope to see everyone next school year and have a 

wonderful summer-you can’t “mask” my Mustang Pride!!  

                                                                                       Sincerely,  

                                                                                      Mrs. Stalker-Assistant Principal 

 

Ridgeway Elementary 
School 

June/Summer 2021 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, 

and promotes character. 

 
VISION STATEMENT VALUES 

Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

❖ Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state 

and school-based assessments. 

❖ Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 

❖ Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere 

through complex tasks and to accept challenges. 

 

 



                                                                                 

The AACPS Virtual Academy is a new AACPS school opening 
 in Fall 2021. The Virtual Academy is a virtual-only learning  
solution for a limited number of students entering grades 
3-12 who are not able to return to in-person instruction.  
Families are encouraged to review all of the information  
provided on this website before submitting an application  
to the AACPS Virtual Academy. AACPS Virtual Academy enrollment 
requires a full one-year commitment for 2021-22 school year.  
The application window opens at 12 p.m. (noon) on 
Wednesday, May 26, 2021, and will remain open until 5 p.m. 
 on Thursday, June 10, 2021. The AACPS Virtual Academy 
 Application DEADLINE is Thursday, June 10, 2021, at 5 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
 
         

 

 

SUMMER MEALS FOOD PROGRAM 

AACPS provides free breakfast and lunch to children 

ages 2-18 during the summer as part of the USDA’s  

Summer Food Service Program. There are no income 

or registration requirements. Please visit the AACPS website 

for more information. Menu’s and locations coming soon! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

          

END OF THE 

YEAR 

MEDICATION 

PICK UP!! 

               

 Please contact Health 

Room staff to arrange a 

time for medication pick 

up. An adult must pick up 

medications by Friday, June 

18th by noon at the latest! 

Any medications not 

retrieved will be discarded. 

Please contact the Health 

Room at 410-672-3346 or 

Nurse3192@aacps.org 

 



             
 

 
 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 
June 
1-Summer Ridgeway Newsletter 
Online 
17 Ι 18 End of fourth marking period. 
Two-hour early dismissal for all 
students.  
18- Last day for students 
21- Last day for teachers 
 

July 
4-Independence Day (School and 
Central Offices Closed) 

 
August 
25-31 Teacher Onboarding Activities 
 
September 
6- Labor Day (School and Central 
Offices Closed) 
7-Rosh Hashanah (School and Central 
Offices Closed) 
8-Schools opened for grades 1-5 only 
8-17-Staggered Kindergarten opening 
16-Yom Kippur (Schools and Central 
Offices Closed) 
 

 
       HAPPY SUMMER! 
 

 

          

          5th GRADE PARENTS 

• Your child must be immunized for 

Tdap and Meningitis before 

entering 7th grade. 

• Your child can receive these 

immunizations once they are 11 

years old. 

• If the shots have been given, please 

send the record to school ASAP. 

• If the shots have not been given, 

please make arrangements to get the 

shots as soon as possible and send in 

the record to school. 

The immunizations can be sent via: 

· Fax number: 410-222-6526 

· Nurse3192@aacps.org 

· Student may deliver to the office or 

health room 

Have a Great Summer! 

Please contact the School Nurse with any 

questions: 

Krista Martin, R.N. 410-672-3346 

 
                                                                
 
 
 



            What’s Happening at Ridgeway 
ACC I- 
In ACC 2, students will be learning about life science/geography in the June unit. We will read four 

stories focusing on life in the ocean and landforms by the sea. These stories include: Splash Into The 

Ocean, Blanca Explores The Beach, The Octopus, and At The Coral Reef. Throughout social studies 

lessons, students will explore how people use the ocean and beaches for recreational and leisure 

activities as well.  

Kindergarten- 

It's been an interesting and fun year! We have overcome many challenges and grown so much! For 

Literacy in June, we will continue to have our Interactive Read Aloud and Explicit Comprehension 

lessons. We will be working on remembering and retelling, identifying supportive points, and using 

illustrations to describe characters, settings, and events. Please continue to practice sight words with 

your students. We will continue to sort objects into groups using attributes and count the number of 

objects in each group. Students will also name shapes and tell how shapes are alike and different. In 

Science, we will be finishing out our lights and sounds unit during the first week of June.  We will 

then explore a plant and animal secrets unit.  In writing our last assignment will be a memory journal! 

We will complete one page every day to remember all the fun we had this year! Please work on sight 

words, cvc words, and writing complete sentence over the summer break. Your student will be able to 

access iready and scholastic during the summer break for additional practice. We want to thank 

everyone for your support this year! 

First- 
As the school year comes to an end, the First Grade Teachers want to thank the parents for all the help 
and support you provided this year.  It has been such a unique and crazy year and with your help the 
children have persevered, learned, and shown growth.  We realize everyone will need a break from the 
Chromebooks for awhile, but please remember there are several good apps that will be available for 
the children to use this summer.  I-Ready, First in Math and Scholastic are a few of the apps on 
Classlink, that will be available for the children to use. We hope the children are able to keep their 
academic skills intact and so that they don’t regress over the summer.  Please encourage your child to 
read and read to your child over the summer.  You can have your child practice math facts.  (They 
should be fluent with adding to 18 and subtracting from 18).  Also, encourage them to write – whether 
it be a letter to grandma, keeping a diary, or writing stories. We hope you have a wonderful and safe 
summer!   

 
 Second-  
Wow! Here in second grade we can't believe it's already June! Across subject areas, we will be 

reviewing second grade skills and extending our understanding to prepare for third grade in the 

coming days. We want to extend a HUGE thank you to our students and families for all their hard 

work, perseverance, and flexibility this year. We are so incredibly proud of each one of our students, 

and wish all a healthy, happy summer break! 

 

Third-  

What a year this has been!  We are so proud of each of the third graders for their hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance this school year!  Please be sure your child reads over the summer and 
practices their multiplication and division facts.  Have a safe and happy summer!  See you next school 
year! 



 

 Fourth- 
 Thank you so much for your patience, flexibility, and support this school year! As teachers were 
working to put together meaningful lessons and activities, we know that parents and other support 
people at home helped to see that the work was completed. We appreciate all that you have done to 
help your child navigate virtual/hybrid learning this year. We know that without your support and 
guidance this would have been impossible.  Enjoy your summer! You deserve rest and relaxation!  
If your child is looking is looking for something to do over the summer, here are some suggestions:  

• First in Math (available until July 31)  
• I-Ready Math and Reading Paths (available through mid-August)  
• Memorize Multiplication Facts (This will be helpful for fifth grade.)  
• Read a book, or two, or three….  
• Work in Math Ready Common Core Workbook  
• Keep a journal on things you do this summer.  
• EverFi Summer Sluggers  

Fifth- 
June is always a busy month for fifth graders here at Ridgeway. In Language Arts, we are working on 
writing a memoir and reading comprehension skills.  In Social Studies, we are continuing our unit on 
the founding of our American Government.  In Science, we are working engineering and creating 
water filters.  In Math, we will be working on mastering division and multiplication and some 
graphing concepts. 

 We cannot believe how fast this year has gone. We would like to thank everyone for all of their 
support throughout this unprecedented year.  The students have worked so hard this year.  We would 
like to wish them the best of luck in middle school.  Have a great summer! 

 

Media-  
Wow, this year went fast! Thank you to all the Ridgeway Students for making this unprecedented year 
work so well in media class. We will miss all of you during the summer and can't wait to see each one 
of you next year! Have a wonderful summer! 
 

Art - 
  All of my classes will be completing sketchbook exercises of their choice.  They will also each be 
receiving a watercolor palette and a small bag of model magic, so they will be creating a painting and a 
sculpture of their choice as well!   
 

Physical Education-  
We will continue trying to motivate students to get up and get moving throughout our physical 
education times. I want to thank the students who have been present and active to the best of their 
ability every class. It is much more enjoyable when everyone is working together. Some fitness 
activities have been left in the stream section of everyone's PE classroom to keep kids and families 
active. Feel free to use participate on your own time. We are looking forward to getting back into the 
Gym next year and back to our version of "Normal".  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Social emotional learning (SEL) is something that we practice and teach at school throughout 
the year. SEL skills are life skills and therefore need to be reinforced over the summer! These 
skills include, but are not limited to empathy, self-control, decision-making, responsibility, 
friendships, strengths, and managing emotions. You certainly don’t have to be an expert with 
social emotional skills to teach and practice them over the summer with your kids. Even small 
activities, like reading books and playing games, can strengthen social skills and teach kids 
important skills along the way. For example, if you are playing board games, you are working 
on important social skills like taking turns and showing fairness. This can lead to a good 
conversation about what those skills mean and why they matter.  
Here are some SEL activities you can easily do with your kids over the summer!   

Empathy in Action  
Skills targeted: Empathy, Perspective-Taking  
How to try it: Spend some time watching a show or movie. At any given time, pause and 
discuss how the characters are feeling. You might ask: “How are they feeling?” and “How 
would you feel if that happened to you?” Use this conversation to build on considering how 
others feel, discussing social cues, and caring about their emotions.  

Just Chat!  
Skills targeted: Self-Awareness, Conversation Skills, Relationships  
How to try it: Start by asking kids questions about anything from their favorite foods and 
activities to what three items they might bring on a deserted island with them. Many questions 
can help work on conversation skills, turn-taking, and self-awareness.  
  

Mindful Breathing  
Skills targeted: Mindfulness, Coping Skills, Managing Emotions  
How to try it: Let kids know that they will be practicing mindful breathing. Explain that mindful 
breathing is just focusing on breathing in and out to help calm our minds and bodies. There 
are many different mindful breathing exercises to try out. One of my favorites is “Cool off the 
pizza.” In this activity, have kids pretend they have a hot slice of pizza in front of them. Slowly 
breathe in to smell the pizza and breathe out to cool it down. Another one of my favorites is 
bubble breathing. If you have bubbles on hand it is even better, but you can also pretend! 
Practice breathing in and out as you blow bubbles.   

Mindful Scavenger Hunt  
Skill targeted: Mindfulness, Attention  
How to try it: Explain that mindfulness is learning to focus on the present. This can help our 
minds and bodies feel calm and in control. On your own, create a list of 10 or 12 items you 
want kids to find. Note that this can be done inside or outside. For example, if outside, you 
might want them to find a plant, a pinecone, something blue, and something bumpy. If inside, 
you might want them to find something yellow, something in the shape of a square, and 
something that makes noise. You can create your own scavenger hunts so it’s entirely up to 
you and what you have! Give kids time to find these items and have them write them down on 
a piece of paper to document them.  

 



Kindness Share  
Skills targeted: Kindness, Confidence  
How to try it: Discuss what it means to be kind and give compliments. come up with some 
examples together. Then, have each person (kids and adults) write their name on a piece of 
paper. Pass that paper to your right. When you get someone else’s paper, write something 
kind and thoughtful about that person.  

Organize It  
Skills targeted: Planning, Organization  
How to try it: Discuss what it means to be organized and how we know when something is 
organized and tidy. Gather a set of supplies. Set the timer to a certain amount (five minutes, 
for example) and see if your child(ren) can return those items to the correct spot.  

Mindfulness 5-4-3-2-1  
Skills targeted: Mindfulness, Coping Skills, Self-Regulation  
How to try it: Explain that mindfulness is a skill that helps us stay calm and in control. Have 
kids look around their room to find 5 things they can see, 4 things they can touch, 3 things 
they can hear, 2 things they can smell, and 1 thing they can taste. This is a grounding 
exercise that can help manage tough emotions and provide a mental reset when needed.   

Optical Illusions  
Skills targeted: Perspective-Taking  
How to try it: Find any optical illusions online. Have kids review the optical illusions. First, 
have them think about what they see and write it down. Then, share. Kids should quickly 
notice that what they see isn’t always what others might see. Explain how optical illusions are 
like situations; sometimes you and someone else can see the same situation in different 
ways. As a follow-up, kids can find their own optical illusions online.  

SEL Read Alouds  
Skills targeted: All SEL skills (varies depending on book)  
How to try it: Choose any read aloud. As you read through the book, stop and discuss the 
social emotional skills embedded in the book. One skill that carries across all picture books, 
for example, is empathy. You can talk about how the character might feel, what they might be 
thinking, and how you can tell. Depending on which book you choose, many different social 
emotional skills can be discussed from confidence to decision-making and beyond.   

Board Games  
Skills targeted: Turn-Taking, Sportsmanship  
How to try it: Use any board games you have on hand, such as Monopoly or Candy Land. 
These games can help support a number of skills, including taking turns, having 
conversations, and showing good sportsmanship.  

Mindful Coloring  
Skills targeted: Mindfulness, Coping Skills  
How to try it: Set the tone with some calming music. Have kids color or doodle quietly as 
they breathe in and out. Note that you can use any coloring pages or books on hand.  

Charades  
Skills targeted: Social Cues, Emotions  
How to try it: Discuss that our body language and facial expressions can often hint at what 
we’re doing and how we’re feeling. Have each person or child come up with an activity, such 
as making a sandwich, and then act it out. See if others can guess the activity. Note that you 



can also do this with emotions, by having kids act out different emotions and seeing if others 
can correctly guess.  

Journal Writing  
Skills targeted: Emotions, Self-Regulation, Self-Awareness  
How to try it: Explain that writing in a journal can help express our feelings and thoughts. Set 
the timer for 5 or 10 minutes, and have each person just write what is on their mind. Give time 
for kids to share their thoughts afterward if they want. Another option is to use open-ended 
prompts for kids to write about.  

Inspirational Quotes  
Skills targeted: Kindness, Perseverance, and many more  
How to try it: Find a couple examples of your favorite inspirational quotes. This will vary 
depending on the age level of the children. For example, you might read, “No act of kindness, 
no matter how small, is ever wasted.” Discuss the quote and what it means. Then, give a 
topic and have kids find or create their own quotes on that topic. Have them write them down 
and share them. You can even have kids design their own posters for the quote.  

Practice Positive Affirmations  
Skills targeted: Positive Thinking, Confidence, Self-Love  
How to try it: Explain that positive affirmations are kind and supportive words we say to 
ourselves to lift us up. For example, before a big test, we might say, “I can do this!” Ask kids 
to think of their own positive words they might say. Practice saying them, writing them down, 
and creating cards for each of their favorites.  

I-Spy  
Skills targeted: Attention, Mindfulness  
How to try it: This is probably a game you’ve played before, but it’s important to mention 
because SEL skills can be easily integrated! Start by saying, “I spy with my little eye….”. For 
example, you might spy something green. Have kids stay just where they are and look around 
for the item. Instead of just guessing, it’s helpful to have them ask questions that really cause 
them to think. For example, they might say, “is it something you can play with?” and “is it 
something you can write on?” After giving some time for questions, allow the child to guess 
what it is. Whoever guesses it right can be the next to spy something.  
          -Mrs. Stup 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the Month 

by demonstrating AMBITION throughout the school. 

 

 
 

Kindergarten  
Ms. Canelli – Bailee H. 
Ms. Corso-Francesca M. 
Ms. Evans- Brycen U. 
Mrs. Calma –Easton A. 
Mrs. Sweitzer– Mason B. 
Ms. Webb-Alyvia Y. 
  

First Grade  
Ms. Choo-Amara D. 
Mrs. Clark –Nolan J. 
Mrs. Louvar- Connor S. 
Ms. Klingensmith- Khalise N. 
Ms. Shiffrin-Jhoselyn M.-C. 
  

Second Grade  
Ms. D’Angelo- Ryleigh F. 
Ms. Gaunt- Duke D. 
Ms. Johnston-Ariana C. 
Mrs. Sym- Joselyn H. 
   
ACC II-Mohammed A. 

     
 

Third Grade  
Mrs. Brown-Kailynn M. 
Ms. Downie- Amelia M./Lucas F. 
Ms. Potts- Genevieve C./Aryanna B-M. 
Ms. Stanton-Colton A. 
Mrs. Zak-Ryley C. 
 

Fourth Grade   
Mrs. Carrigan- Nahomy M. 
Ms. Heisman- Xavier D. 
Ms. Karamboulis-Saphira U. 
Mrs. Quarantillo- Hayden F. 
Ms. Stepien- Kenley M. 
 
 

Fifth Grade  
Mr. Fox- Ivanka D. 
Mrs. Harper-Lippert- Aaron Y. 
Ms. Stinchcomb-Kristopher C. 
Ms. Toth-Devin H. 
Ms. Williams- Ryan D. 

 



 

 

 

Ben H.- My Monster 

Dominique L.-Backyard Birds 

Kayden T.-Backyard Birds 
Jayce H.-My Monster 

Christian Y.-Backyard Birds Kehmia D. My Monster 



  


